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Small Business Economic Impact Statement  
 
The proposed changes to the existing rule (Chapter 173-300 WAC) will include a provision 
that allows Ecology to enter into agreements with outside organizations or parties for the 
testing and certification of landfill and incinerator operators and inspectors in Washington. 
The cost of the proposed amendment has a minor and negligible impact on those affected.  
Cost changes of the rule are estimated at $50 for the minor increase in certification fees for 
inspectors/operators.   Disproportionalities between the largest businesses and smallest 
businesses will exist if any costs exist.  Because the costs are below the minor impact 
threshold for SIC code 4953 “Refuse Systems” no disproportionalities will be calculated.   
 
Any organization providing these services would still be required to meet the standards of 
state law.   This flexibility is expected to increase the access to meaningful training and 
testing in Washington. 
 
Mitigation of costs was not necessary for this rule amendment as it has a minor and 
negligible impact on those affected. 

Those that are affected were involved in the rule making process. A subcommittee of the 
State Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) assisted Ecology in the development of the 
rule amendment.  The Solid Waste Advisory Committee is a statutorily created committee to 
advise Ecology on solid waste issues.  The committee is made up of local government, solid 
waste industry representatives, representatives from the recycling industry, and citizens.  The 
subcommittee was made up of SWAC committee members and Ecology rule development 
staff. All subcommittee members represented groups (landfill operators or inspectors) that 
could be impacted by any rule changes.  The subcommittee concurred with the proposed rule 
changes.  The SWAC concurred with the proposed rule amendment and recommended to 
Ecology that it proceed with the rule amendment process. 
 

 


